THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

Vandalism Threatens Prehistoric Ruins

[LL not something be done to stop the whole-
sale vandalism going on among the priceless
relics of prehistoric races in the Southwest’
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examples of handiwork of prim-
¢ found the cavate lodges, ruins
narrow tllable levels of deep and dark can-
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covered a again only partially hidden by the drift-
ng alkali sands which mercilessly hurl  over the
lonesome waste Lhere are several examples, too,
of stupendous and massive temples, which have proud
i held their ow in desolation and solitude tor cen-

turies, every type ot work telling a sad and pathetic
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these invaluable possessions are fast disap-
pearing, simply for lack of proper legislation to pro-
tect them. Dr. J. Walker Fewkes, of the Smith-
somtan Institution, one of the best authorities  on
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tions on the subject and the need for immediate and
prompt action, and has intercstingly related the pres-
ent statu I the situation
For a dozen vears the Southwest has become a
touring unt annually for thousands of visitors, at-
acted thither by the marvelous and eccentric forms
of nature, the chmate, the impressive structures of
the Pueblos, the curi and still almost primitive life

of their inhabitants, and, lastly, the remarkable cliff
and the massive temples of
the plains. These visitors have created a tremendous
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demand for the art products of the «l

noldaers.
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In consequence a new industry has spru and
every town vaunts s curio and bric-a-brac
where a conglomeration of mnerals, rare al oth
wise, modern Indian paraphernalia  miade el e
brand new basketry and pottery, and otten st s
imnd  scores ane examples of art from the site ot
ancient buried c¢ities or from the lormer nest the
homes of the cliff peoples, are to be found. Ever
the solitary trader at the water tank has becomi
afilicted with the bric-a-brac epidemic and peddles

. -
his prehistoric wares through the halted train, to th
edification of the passengers and usually to the pro
prietor's financial satisfaction.

The discovery of the commercial value of such
pecimens has given rise to Keen competition among
the traders over this entire region, and the fact that

veral large collections have sold for fancy sums
has so stimulated thewr (".E',-'.'].i'-_\ that mercenary col
lectors have entirely outstripped scientific men i the
search for and the acquisition of these articles, and
have committed most pernicious acts of vandalism.

e finest and oldest of all rums in the Union

t m all the world—has been shamefully mut
! I the past year \\ ¢ reter to .\1-r1-?l'.':115..t ~
Castle—a majestic, communal habitation that stands

200 feet up the precipitous clifis of Beaver Creek (a
branch of the Verde River) m Yavapar County, m
wthern Arizona. Prof., Samuel Wren, of Cam

E---.',“;- L.[:".i"‘]:l'nl i'_n‘.;'.n'.HT., I\\('IlTj\ yedars  dgo o
wineed 1t the most marvelons prehistoric dwelling
the civilized world—worth going even farther to see

than the ruins in Rhenish  Bavaria. Montezuma's

Castle never had anvthing to do with the great Aztec

Montezuma, but it has undoubtedly stood perched

upon its hmestone chff three or four thousand vears.

\ves ago a multitude of human martins carried up

the cliffs on their backs, every stone, every bit of

mortar used 1n the ponderous edifice, and the
engincering and architectural skill these laborers dis-
daved stamps these extraordinary people and their
work as mysterious and mmposing as  anyvthing 1in

Egypt and Asia.

Montezuma's Castle comprises five stories of hewn
stone, cemented together i walls four feet thick. In
height, the castle is fiftv-two {feet. It 15 crescent
-i.tj-' d and 1s seventy-hve feet long. It contamns
one rooms, Evervwhere within are indications

the mode of living of the unknown race, who
dwelt there before Reome ruled the world. Such an
impressive ruin would be guarded with jealous care
vere it m European countries, and thousands of

\mericans would cross land and sea to view it. DBut

this nation has allowed 1t to be whacked to pieces hy

relic hunters so that it i1s fast falling to destruction.

Lvery year sees a falling of some of its walls, in

the efforts of mercenary explorers to exhume mum

mies, and to get articles of dress, jewelry, and
burial vases of prehistoric days. One of the princ
pal rooms in the great pile was completely ruined
last year by blasting open supposed burial vaults, in
the hope of getting relics for exhibition at the Pan

American Exposition, and during the past few months

a great wall, which undisturbed would have endured

a thousand years longer, fell with a crash in the

canvon below becanse of under-mining by reckless

curio seekers,

The abominable. work of destroving the coliff
dwellings i southern Utah is now well nigh complete.
Dr. James DB. Weller, of Chicago University, savs
that he was shocked, upon recently visiting Utah cliff
dwellings, to observe the wholesale havoe that has
been made there since he explored in that region
cleven years ago. What used to be superb remains
for scientific study, and what he believed to be the
most frmtiul field for ascertaining many facts con-
cerning the life, habits, degree of civilization and
aspirations of a race, who dwelt there fully 4.000
yvears ago, are now irreparably destroved for satis-
factory investigation. From the Utah clifi dwellings,
seven tons of most valuable relics were taken awav
for exhibition purposes at the World's Fair, and
were afterward auctioned off for curios in a
Chicago shop. Tombs of aboriginal kings and queens
were blown open, and dynamite hurled asunder
council chambers and tribal castles that had been
built with infinite paticnce and surpassing skill on
the ledges of towering cliffs. Such wanton destric-
tion of priceless relics would be viewed with horror
in any European country.

The Petrified Forest—the largest and most mar-
velous of its kind in all the world—in northeastern
Arizona has been woefully hacked to pieces and cart-
ed away wholesale, by wvandal hands. In the fall
of 1899, this wonderland was put under a quasi pro-
tection of the Land Office of the Interior Depart
ment but it has not availed much, and it was far
too late to save the noblest specimens of the giant
trees which grew cons and eons ago. Tons of petri-
fied wood are still carted away from the government
lands every month and during the past summer, five
of the finest specimens of standing trees have disap-
peared by piccemeal in one and two foot sections.
But this is nothing to the manner of the destruction
of the forest from the time the Santa Fe railroad
built through the region of the Petrified Forest, in
IBX5, until two years ago. A company of Colorado

men \l.‘l_l,,;lli in the work of gatlu_‘ring carl ad ]D!‘
of sectioms of the fossitled trees and in -l“hinb
Jabs sawed from them. The petrifactions ;e f
hard as flint, and as beautifully colored 3 ate u:
onvy, and there are mantels, hotel bars, par tables
and even wainscoting in the Middle West frur:;

the priceless relics ot unfathomable ages 1) lhc
Petritied Forest,

Most wanton despoliation of the remai of the
oreat unknown races which occupied the sa plains
of southern and central Arizona, long b o ihé
birth of Christ, sull goes on m  the S, River
\alley—in the wvicinity of Phoenix and ) City

I'ens of thousands of people dwelt in ci where

here are now lonely wastes and cattle ra No
¢ knows how long ago they built the Fltined
eI es of adobe clay, the enormous city s and
the strangely constructed wrngation canals o b run
hither and yon among the foothills and acrigs the
s. There 1s scarcely a it of eviden T
wl these mdustrions, provident and skili tborig-
ines were, where they came from or how when
they disappeared from the face of the glo! There
are few more baftiing facts i archaeology 1 eth-
ol g than those concernmgy the \'nlli'!l_'rf"l [ 1:";.“
dwelt in southern and central Arizona.

"These people left crude mmplements of stane and
bone, jewelry of shells, cooking utensils stone,
and remains evervwhere of habitations, nation
has done absolute!ly nothme to protect thi :'._-Tg.;,..
which would be bevond value - any  Furopean
country. Hundred i men and boys dig plow
at will among the mighty pre-Columbian o tear
down walls, exhume mplements, open Trave and

carry away wagon loads of rehies for selling the same

to dealers in curtos and Indan artifacts. The curio

stores - all Cahtorna and Southwestern tow: u'hc_rc
tourists come, contam quantities of relics  of  the
unknown ancient people, who were highly vilized
for their age. These rehies left undisturbed and to.

gether, and studied by competent scientists,  would

solve one of the most mystifying and interesting
problems American archacologists and  ethnologists
may have to grapple. During the past year seven
men have been at work m digeging hiterally a carload
of priceless rehies, and at the same time destroying
prehistoric boundary lines at Los Muertos, i Mari-
copa County, while the national authorities have looked
li”_\ on.

Dr. Fewkes and Proi. Hodge, of the Smithsonian

Institution, are of the opimon that unless some
check 1s made upon the vandalism of our prohistoric
remains in the Southwest, there will be n worth
protecting 1 a few vears more. But the 15 a
question as to what is the most expedient method
of bringing abont a cessation of the rapid destrue
tion of these memorials, Two suggestions may be
be offered. One is that Imhfn' benefactors, through

proper scientific societies, with adequate end
take the matter in hand: the other course
to protect, by popular interests, a few wi
types representing the various phases of
engineermyg and architectural skill,

The United States is the only civilized country
in the world that has not stringent laws regard
to the exportation of antigquities, One or two of the
best collections from the ruins of ancie mound
builders have been sold to foreign museums, so that
1t 15 now necessary for a student  who v es 10
examine antiquitiecs of his own country ‘o go 10
Europe, Mexico has for years set us a shng
cxample, which we have disregarded, in ! laws
which not only regulate the exportation of archaeo-
logical material, but prevent the wholesale d uction
of antiquities by commercilly imbued spirit: .

To-day there 15 nothing to prevent al me 10
this country from tearing down a ruin, thering
together the and wnt ohyects which are touw nerein,
and selling them to the highest bidder.

The Only Man Who Was I ver
Senator from Three States

NLY one man thus far has been sufficies verss*

tile to bhe clected to the United States Scnite trom
three different states,

Fhe man who made this unique politic record
was James Shields, who was born in County Tyroné
Ireland, in 1810, He was Senator from [llnoi
Minnesota and Missouri.

Emigrating to this country at an early
took up the study of law and located at kaskaskid
[llinois. No sooner had he become a fu ;ludgﬁi_
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citizen of that state than he proceeded to help himsell
to every ofhce that was not nailed down He _“'35
successively a member of the legislature, state d“}l‘wr'
supreme court judge? general land office commissioneh

and a soldier in the Mexican war, being ]l.r'\'cll‘l'l _a

M_::;ur General. He wound up his career in [1linofs
with the Senatorship.

up there

Taking a liking to Minnesota, he moved
hande

and made himself so popular that he was soon
the senatorship from that state, :
He was next lured to California, but the breaking
out of the war between the states prevented him fro%
acquiring - anything  politically,. He enlisted 10 i
Union army from that state, and at the close ©
hostilities located in Missouri. His first oﬂice_t
was Adjutant General. At the first opportunity
took over the Sc-n:nuruhili. " 18
Had he not been born in a foreign country "

quite probable that this genial man would have
after the presidency of the United States.
He died at Ottumwa, lowa, in 1879,




